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Bringing renewed attention to a
shocking case, Indiana State Police on
Monday unveiled an updated sketch of
the man they believe killed teens Abigail
Williams and Liberty German in Delphi
in February 2017.

The sketch shows a smooth-faced

man with a narrow nose and thin lips.
This face appears much younger than
one shown in another sketch of the kill-
er released nearly two years ago.

But this sketch is not new. The sketch
released Monday was drawn on Feb. 17,
2017, a few days after the victims’ bodies
were found. The picture was based on
the description of a person who saw
something that the person felt needed
to be reported, according to the sketch

artist.
Likewise, video and audio that State

Police released to the public Monday
had been retrieved two years ago from
Libby’s phone.

State Police spokesman Sgt. Kim Ri-
ley on Tuesday declined to explain why
investigators now believe this sketch
provides a more accurate representa-
tion of the killer. He also refused to say
why they held the video and audio until 

Sketch of Delphi suspect not new
Investigators had drawing since days after murders
Vic Ryckaert
Indianapolis Star
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ISP Supt. Doug Carter reacts during an
update Monday on the Delphi murders
investigation.
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Back when trains ran down the
middle of Fifth Street in downtown La-
fayette, the city had a small contingent
called the Hoopla Committee.

The Hoopla Committee’s job – in
those days in the 1980s and 1990s,
when the city was doing all it could to
move tracks off the middle of Fifth
Street – was pretty much contained in
the name. During each big ground-
breaking or milestone during the near-
ly three decades of the Lafayette Rail-
road Relocation Project, the group act-
ed as party planners, hyping the day
with balloons, neckerchiefs, engineer
hats and whatever other bells and ac-
tual wooden train whistles fit the day.

Dick Jaeger, by trade a teacher who
helped build Lafayette Jefferson High
School into a performing arts power-
house and later by reputation as a
community showman, knew his part
of the necessary hoopla on days that
featured big crowds that probably
needed to get back to work, members
of Congress who’d secured millions of
dollars for projects and invariably long
waits.

Jaeger always was ready with sing-
along on the spot, delivered from a 
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leaves
legacy 
of song
Showman helped make
Lafayette Jeff a
performing arts
powerhouse, wished
only to bring smiles
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Drivers coming off of I-65 will
now see a little slice of Dayton
history as they enter the town.

Trish’s Red Bird Cafe will be
home to the town’s first mural.
The locally-owned restaurant
was selected by the Tippecanoe
Arts Federation as a way to high-
light some of the county’s small-
er towns, Executive Director Te-
tia Lee said.

Artist Alexandria Monik was
commissioned through TAF’s
Tippecanoe County Public Art 

One of the completed murals on the side of Trish’s Red Bird Cafe in Dayton on Tuesday. The mural was
painted by Alexandria Monik. PHOTOS BY NIKOS FRAZIER / JOURNAL & COURIER

Trish’s Red Bird
Cafe gets retrofitted 
Lindsay Moore
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See CAFE, Page 12A
Alexandria Monik works on one of four murals on the side of Trish's
Red Bird Cafe in Dayton on Tuesday.
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Team to create a little bit of nostalgia
and showcase the buildings longstand-
ing history in Dayton.

Monik’s designs are 50s-inspired
and chronicle the building’s time as a
firehouse, gas station and mechanic
shop.

The cafe’s co-owner Trish Brown
said Monik was one of two artists who
reached out to Brown and her husband,
Mark, and asked what they wanted be-
fore she submitted her proposal. The
collaboration was a no-brainer, Brown
said.

“I grew up here and I wanted to throw
it back,” Brown said. “She knocked it out
of the park.”

Monik has one week left to finish the
art installment although she said she’s
ahead of schedule. TAF will dedicate the
mural on Thursday at 2 p.m.

The past week’s sun and wind pre-
sented a little bit of a challenge, Monik
said. She welcomed the shade on the
West wall after the direct sunlight af-
fected the shading on the character’s
faces and caused the paint to dry quick-
ly and steam, she said.

More than anything though, it’s the
heights that she dreads, she said. She
painted the largest mural over the
course of three days while leaning over
on the side of a ladder.

Eventually, Monik said she stopped
being stubborn and the Browns helped
her build scaffolding for her to comfort-
ably sit and finish the mural.

Monik’s usual style leans closer to
animation and anime with the excep-
tion of real-life portraits she paints on
commission. Using her digital art skills
to her advantage, Monik created the
four images on the computer first and
then used her projector to outline them
on the white walls at night.

She found inspiration looking at old
advertisements to model the characters
off of and combined elements from clas-
sic cars to create the mechanic scene —

although one customer informed her it
bears a striking resemblance to a 1955
Buick.

Answering questions and hearing
comments from passersby has been an
unexpected treat, she said.

“They’ve been acting like I’m paint-
ing on their house,” she said. “I’ve gotten
a lot of thank-you’s for it which is pecu-
liar because it’s not their building or
their business, but they appreciate that
it’s happening. They definitely feel a
part of it which is neat.”

The East wall facing Harrison Street
represents the cafe itself with a red bird
fluttering around a stack of pancakes
held by a redheaded waitress.

Many have noted the redhead resem-
bles the artist, but Monik said she didn’t
intentionally paint herself (she’s also
not a natural redhead.)

Originally, Monik envisioned the red-

headed woman being a mascot that
transcended all four eras of the building,
but decided against it to honor the slo-
gan “built on history and community.”

“I wanted it to feel more like an entity
of people,” she said. 

Since the cafe sits at the start of Day-
ton, Brown said she hopes the murals
will attract traffic from the interstate.

A list at the register was recently col-
lecting zip codes to further the restau-
rant’s application for an interstate sign.
In just a few months they collected more
than 1,000 different zip codes, Brown
said.

“It’s exactly what we were looking for
and it’s bringing new people in,” Brown
said.

The Browns have been wanting a mu-
ral since they started thinking about
opening a cafe in 2015,but didn’t have
the funds to set aside for the artwork,

Brown said.
The mural idea was always to pay

homage to the history of the building
and match the inside’s retro feel and
vintage photos donated from the town,
Brown said. The cafe name itself is a
callback to the Red Bird horse-drawn
sleigh that would bring visitors from La-
fayette to Dayton in the mid-1800s.

Now their vision has become a reality
and right in time for their one-year anni-
versary on April 30.

“I am just so humbled and apprecia-
tive that they [TAF] did pick us,” Brown
said. “There’s so many areas that they
could have done so to choose us is just
really awesome.”

Tippecanoe’s public art project, The
Wabash Walls, was recently featured in
a guide for rural prosperity through the
arts authored by the National Governors
Association. 

Making art easily accessible
throughout the county, regardless of so-
cioeconomic class, is the most impor-
tant way TAF can move the needle on
community development, Lee said.

Public art is not just about making an
area pretty, it’s about making the people
who live there feel included and making
others feel welcome, she said.

“By incorporating the arts you can in-
crease the safety [of an area],” Lee said.
“It demonstrates the community in-
vests in the arts, which relates to the
ability to recruit and retain workforce.”

Art is a core factor of what raises the
quality of life in a neighborhood, Lee
said, right alongside clean air, safe
streets and quality education.

It has tangible economic benefits as
well, she said. Vacant buildings around
the Wabash Walls saw a raise in proper-
ty values within four months of the pro-
ject’s completion, she said.

The project will continue this sum-
mer with 12 artists. Again, community
members are welcome to come meet
and paint with the artists from July 21
through August 3.

Contact Journal & Courier reporter
Lindsay Moore at 765-420-5205,
lrmoore@jconline.com and follow her
on Twitter: @_lindsaymoore.

Alexandria Monik works on one of four murals on the side of Trish’s Red Bird Cafe
in Dayton on April 17. NIKOS FRAZIER / JOURNAL & COURIER

Cafe
Continued from Page 1A


